Evaluation of recurrence risk in colorectal cancer with the novel clinicopathological factors.
Two novel histopathological parameters, i.e., poorly differentiated cluster(PDC) and des- moplastic reaction (DR), have increasingly been investigated as risk factors of recurrence in colorectal cancer patients. PDC is defined as cancer clusters composed of >5 cancer cells and lacking a gland-like structure. The grade of PDC is determined by the number of clusters within a microscopic field within a X 20 objective lens, whereas DR is pathologically classified into three groups on the basis of products of activated fibroblasts (i.e., keloid-like collagen and myxoid stroma). According to several recent studies, both PDC grade and DR grouping system are strong prognostic factors independent of conventional ones including the TNM stage in colorectal cancer.